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from clouds as was possible for a mountain to be. Again, it was
astonishing how quickly die weather in the whole area altered;
we must have arrived at the very moment when it was on the
change. Bad luck with the various little things delayed us at the
start, otherwise the trip, instead of being only partially suc-
cessful from the photographic point of view, would have
successfully compared with either of the Everest flights. It was
unfortunate, to say the least of it, that we were unable to
repeat this flight over Kangchenjunga.
"Ellison and Bonnett, who had found their way back to
Purnea after leaving Kangchenjunga, had been vividly im-
pressed with the area covered by the series of peaks surrounding
the summit, and were equally disappointed that it had not been
possible to secure satisfactory photographs of Kangchenjunga
itself— one of the world's most massive and spectacular
mountains, and still a virgin peak/'
It had been brought home harshly to us that our labour on the
first flight had been in vain. The main object of the expedition
was still unattained. There were no recriminations; the per-
sonality of our leader had welded the whole expedition into a
band of brothers, and into a structure based upon our deep-
seated confidence in him and each other.
In any case recrimination would have been of no avail.
None could have foreseen that the dust-haze would extend to
the amazing height, as it did, of 19,000 feet. There are no
scientific processes for measuring the upper limits of such a
haze, other than going up to see for oneself in a balloon or aero-
plane. Certainly there were no previous observations on record.
It was this unprecedented dust-haze which prevented us, more
than any other cause, from obtaining any useful vertical
photographs on April 3rd. The dust made not only the southern
ground control, but also the details of the country up to the
mountain, invisible.
Even in the earliest phase of our plans, we had foreseen the
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